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Environment is No. 1 issue on Cape

By GARRY BLANK
- grew up on Cape Cod, and
after graduating from the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania and
Boston College Law School I
returned be-
cause I love
the natural
beauty of the
Cape and all it
has to offer.

I believe the
most impor-
tant issue to
everyone in
the 5th Barn-
stable District
and Cape Cod:
is a clean and
healthy envi-
ronment.
Keeping the Cape clean will not
only lead to better health, but will
also increase commercial activity,
appropriate industry and the pro-
ductivity of our labor force, and
encourage tourism.

To maintain the best environ-
ment possible we must hold our
military and local industries fully

e

accountable for adherence to all
current regulations. My opponent
consistently votes against fully
funding the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection and indi-
cates he is willing to take a“wait-
and-see” approach with pollutants
such as perchlorate and nitrogen
invading our drinking water,
rivers and estuaries because he
feels that the science is“not con-
clusive”for our district.

I totally disagree. We know cer-
tain yet-to-be-identified plumes of
perchlorate exist and are spread-
ing. Immediate remedial planning
and timely action will avoid a debt
much greater than the costs of
taking action now. Delay will lead
to poorer health, increased health-
care cost, decreased productivity
anddeclines in tourism and new-
commercial and appropriate in-
dustrial activity on Cape Cod. We
must enforce current regulations
and deny all waivers.

I am committed to holding com-
mercial and industrial organiza-
tions accountable to the communi-
ty. As your state representative I

will press the federal government
to continue to expand the contain-
ment and cleanup of all plumes
with urgency. Our district has one
of the highest incidences of cancer
in the commonwealth. I support
breast cancer research, as well as
programs for public awareness
and early breast cancer detection,
funding for which my opponent
voted to reduce on July 16, 2003.
As money becomes available, I
would move to fully restore the
prior funding level to the Silent
Spring Institute.

We must have regional waste-
water treatment. We know that the
5th Barnstable District shares the
same sole source aquifer with the
rest of the Cape. Our septic sys-
tems allow wastewater to get into
our drinking water, estuaries,
ponds and oceans. Ten years ago
the U.S. Geological Survey esti-
mated as much as 25 percent of
the Cape’s groundwater pumped
from some of the Cape’s public
wells was contaminated by waste-
water.

‘We must plan and create sup-

portable regional infrastructure
that will assure smart growth. Af-
fordable employee housing and ef-
ficient public transportation will
help to ensure a flourishing Cape
economy. Swift planning and ac-
tion are necessary now to con-
serve the natural beauties and
wonders that we love about Cape
Cod; we will be able to afford this
as our local and state economies
improve.

I look forward to working hard
to accomplish these and many
other goals with your help. Please
feel free to visit my Web site,
www.GarryBlank.,

‘com, or call me at 508-888-1700. I

am committed to social justice
and knowledgeable about local

‘problems, including the need to

increase state aid to education
and the importance of assuring
affordable health care for the
Cape.

Democrat Garry Blank, Sand-
wich town moderator, is running

against state Rep. Jeff Perry in the
5th Barnstable District.



