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A glimpse of our coastal problem 

Wednesday night, the final report on the Massachusetts 
Estuaries program in Barnstable’s Three Bay Area will be 
presented at a public hearing at Barnstable Town Hall. 

The report will not be revelatory, as the nutrient problems in the 
Three Bay Area are well documented. 

It will serve as confirmation and a solid steppingstone for what 
to do next. 

The Three Bays report quantifies just how overloaded the 
system is with nutrients and how much will need to be removed 
in some fashion to reach the desired health goals for the 
system. 

The Town of Barnstable is just closing off 14 years worth of 
work on a wastewater facilities plan. That plan was a 
requirement of federal sewer grants, accepted when such 
things were available, and will allow some expansion of the 
Water Pollution Control Facility in Hyannis. What it doesn’t 
address is the majority of the town not connected to the sewer 
system. That’s the next step. 

Unfortunately, the grants that made construction of the Hyannis 
plant so convenient and cheaper to the ratepayers – 90 percent 
federal share, 7 percent state and 3 percent local match – are 
long gone. 

Whatever solutions are deemed necessary for the western part 
of town will come on the backs of residents. There remains 
some hope of leveraging some assistance through the still-
formative regional water protection collaborative, but don’t 
expect any windfalls. 

The good news out of an earlier Estuaries Project report, that 
one for the nearby Popponessett Bay, is that a suggested 
remedy to increasingly nutrient-rich waters was wetland 
restoration, not wastewater plant construction, at least not 
entirely. The method involves intercepting the primary surface 
sources of nitrogen with reconstructed wetlands that can 
absorb (the scientific term is attenuation) and efficiently remove 
a good amount of nitrogen. 

That doesn’t mean something shouldn’t be done with the 
homes with failing septic systems, but it does mean that it’s 
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possible to get the overall ecosystem into balance without 
industrial-sized solutions, both in appearance and cost. 

Wednesday’s meeting begins at 7 p.m. and will be broadcast 
on town channel 18. Tune in or attend. The concepts for 
improving the Three Bays area will become familiar in the 
coming years as the town and the rest of Cape Cod try to figure 
out just what to do about it. 

DS II 

editor@barnstablepatriot.com 

The Cape is getting wider 

First, the houses got wider. Now it’s happening to the roads. 

Like a fast-food customer ordering a super-sized combo, Cape 
Cod is on course to take up more precious space – and a lot of 
it is going to pavement. 

The Bearses Way revamp in Hyannis has blown out the 
formerly tight passage between Routes 28 and 132 to 
accommodate turning lanes marked so prominently that they 
can probably be seen from the International Space Station. The 
Willow Street revision that begins at the Mid-Cape Highway’s 
Exit 7 seems so broad that it might renew arguments about 
whether the earth is flat after all. 

The Sagamore Rotary’s replacement has opened a wide 
Saharan desert of sand piles. One can only hope the promised 
landscaping will make the entrance to Cape Cod look less like 
the new location for Saruman’s tower. 

And there’s more to come. Just wait until the trees start coming 
down for the double-barreling – with a huge median between 
the lanes – of Route 132 from Phinney’s Lane to Route 6. 

Like The Three Stooges, we seem determined to “spread out.” 
Eventually, the Cape’s charm may become, like the late and 
laudable Curly, a “victim of coicumstances.” 

EFM 
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Human rights commission off to good start 
Pay for preservation, not upkeep 
Thanks for giving 
Cape Codders reveled in the small window of pleasure 
provided by global warming this week, enjoying shirtsleeves 
weather in mid-November. The polar ice sheets may be 
sinking, but the local effects are making spirits bright, at least 
for now.  
Sign the charter petition 
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